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2012 Basketball First Mailing
State Tournament Information
______________________________________________________________________________
Dates: 

Training Season Begins

- Monday, January 2, 2012
Pre-Assessment Deadline

- Tuesday, January 31, 2012
Target Area Tournaments

- January 28 – February 12
State Basketball Entry Deadline
- Wednesday, February 22
State Basketball Tournament

- Friday-Saturday, March 9-10

*See Page 4 for scheduled Coaches Training and District Basketball dates.
______________________________________________________________________________

Coaches Training: 
Following the Special Olympics, Inc. guidelines all coaches are to be certified in the sport they coach.  By following these guidelines, Special Olympics North Dakota (SOND), can ensure that we are providing the SOND athletes with safe, effective, consistent practices and competitions, while providing the best possible athletic experience.  To be certified, coaches need to attend a sanctioned training school offered by SOND, and be a registered volunteer by having a completed background check, General Orientation, and Protective Behaviors Training on file at the Program Office.  Basketball coaches’ that have recently or are currently coaching at the middle school, high school, or collegiate levels will not be required to attend the training school to earn certification.  However, they will be required to complete the General Orientation, Protective Behaviors Training, and 10-hours coaching SO athletes before they will become certified.  Every coach must have completed the Volunteer Registration process prior to coaching Special Olympics Athletes.  
If you are interested in finding a sport instructor (clinician), attending a training school, or scheduling a training school please contact Director of Sports, Reid Huttunen at the Program Office (701-746-0331 or traindir@aol.com).  All training schools must be approved in advance, and announced to all delegations.  
_______________________________________________________________________________
Teams:

Teams are to be formed first by age and second by ability.  Teams should be formed in the following age groups, as set by the General Rules of Special Olympics, Inc: Ages 15 and under; 16-21; 22-29; 30 and above.  Special Olympics must continue to strive to grow participation across all age levels in order to provide the best possible sport experience for each of the participants.  In the event there are not enough youth participants in a specific age group; SOND will allow teams to be formed in the age group of 21 & under.  

*Any city/community having a minimum of 7 athletes that are age 21 & under MUST have a 21 & under team.  This rule will be enforced for participation at the State Basketball Tournament.  
______________________________________________________________________________
Medical Forms:

Current medical forms for each athlete should be completed and submitted to coaches prior to any participation in training, practices, or competition.  Medical forms must be submitted to the SOND Program Office.  Postmarked not later than Wednesday, February 22nd. 
_______________________________________________________________________________  

Registration Fees:
The registration fee for each athlete (including cheerleaders) competing in the 2012 State Basketball Tournament is $10 and cannot be assessed to the athlete.  As a coach, you are encouraged to be creative in designing fundraising programs to raise this money.  In the event that the registration fee is a barrier for athletes to participate, please contact SOND staff so that a plan of action can be implemented to assist in raising funds to cover these registration fees.  All coaches and chaperons above the allowed 1 coach:4 participant ratio will be charged the $10 fee to cover the cost of meals.  
_______________________________________________________________________________
Meals: 

Meals will be provided for athletes, coaches and chaperons on a 1:4 coach to athlete ratio for Friday and Saturday’s lunch and Friday’s dinner.  Programs that go above the 1:4 ratio will be charged for the extra meals. Volunteers that have not completed an application, General Orientation and Protective behaviors, will not have meals provided for them and should not be a part of your counted delegation.  We plan food for the numbers that register, not for family and friends.  If your delegation does not show up for meals you will be charged for the meals requested but not eaten, so it is important for everyone to get an accurate count.  
_______________________________________________________________________________
Assistant Coaches/Chaperons:

Please list all coaches on the pre-assessment form, and include both their e-mail and mail address.  Reminder:  current or former Special Olympics athletes are not allowed to serve in the role of coach or chaperon.  Chaperons are required to be at least 18 years of age, and have completed their volunteer registration with the Program Office.  

_______________________________________________________________________________
Lodging: 
Room blocks have been reserved at the following hotels for the nights of March 8th - 9th.  Please make note of the cut-off date of each hotel.  All leftover rooms will be released to the public on this date.  It is encouraged that you make your reservations as soon as possible.  Please do not reserve more rooms than you will need!

	Hotel
	Address
	Phone
	Block Rate
	Room Block Cut Off Date

	Holiday Inn Riverside
	2200 Burdick Expressway East
	(701)852-2504
	$85.00 +tax
	2/23/2012

	Comfort Inn
	1515 22nd Ave SW
	(701)852-2201
	$114.99 +tax
	2/27/2012

	Grand International
	1505 North Broadway
	(701)852-3161
	$89.95 +tax
	03/01/2012



	Holiday Inn Express
	300 37th Ave SW
	(701-837-1200
	$99.95 +tax
	2/23/2012


_______________________________________________________________________________
Official Rules:

For complete Basketball official rules and coaching guides please visit the Special Olympics web site at:  http://specialolympics.org/sports.aspx
If you do not have access to this website and would like a hard copy of the rules, please contact Reid at 701-746-0331.  

_______________________________________________________________________________
Competition: 

- 
Team rosters & team names must remain the same for all tournaments – you cannot change team members between the District and State Tournaments.

-
A master roster will be turned in at team registration.  That roster will be checked against the entry form and signed making it the official team roster.  The official roster will be required for use at each State Tournament game, and approved by an SOND Staff member.  
· If a delegation has more than one team, teams should be divided by skill level and age group.  Within each accepted age group, the highest skilled athletes should be divided on a team, while the lower skilled athletes are on the next team.  Teams should not be made up of mixed ability levels. 
Individual Skills:

-
Individual skills competition is a developmental event for athletes who are not ready to participate in a team setting.

-
To qualify for participation in individual skills, an athlete must have a skill assessment of 50 or below.  

-
However, if a program does not have enough players to make a team, athletes can participate in individual skills even if their score is over 50.

-
Cheerleaders accompanying teams can enter in the individual skills competition if their score is below 50.

-
The individual skills assessment is different from the team assessment.  The description of how to set up and run the drills is included in the Special Olympics, Inc. rules.  These rules are available on the Special Olympics website, or you can contact SOND Director of Sports Reid Huttunen, traindir@aol.com. 
-
SOND reserves the right to cancel individual skills if there are not enough registered to provide quality competition.
_______________________________________________________________________________
Coaches Training Dates:

January 14, 2012 
Location: East Grand Forks Senior High

District Basketball Tournaments

January 28th 
District II -
Devils Lake, ND   Ryan Hanson: ryan.hanson.1@sendit.nodak.edu
February 4th
Area 5
-
Grand Forks, ND   Josh Parrill: joshparrillegf@gmail.com
February 4th 
District III - 
Jamestown, ND     Colette Heilman: cheilman@csicable.net
February 12th
District IV - 
Dickinson, ND
      Ken Stockert: area12so@yahoo.com 
SOND strongly encourages each delegation to schedule additional competition opportunities with local intramural or junior high teams.  Basketball also provides a great opportunity to schedule exhibitions during half time or high school or collegiate games in your community.  These opportunities provide your program a chance to build exposure in the community, while allowing the Special Olympics athletes the chance to showcase their abilities.  Please call Reid, 701-746-0331, when you schedule an exhibition, or if you would like help scheduling one.  
_______________________________________________________________________________
Suggested Packing List:

Basketball Players

- Court shoes with non-marking soles

- Gym trunks and/or sweat pants (no jeans or cut-offs)

- Numbered jerseys

- Towel

- Each athlete should bring their own water bottle

______________________________________________________________________________
Enclosures:






Due Date:
Pre-Assessment/Coaches Information Form 


January 31, 2012
Basketball Team Ability Assessment



February 22, 2012 

Basketball Team Entry Form 




February 22, 2012
Individual Skills/Cheerleader Entry form


February 22, 2012
Meal count form





February 22, 2012
Chaperone/Volunteer Information Form


February 22, 2012
HOD Form






February 22, 2012
SOND Rule Modifications





2012 STATE BASKETBALL

PRE-TOURNAMENT ASSESSMENT/COACHES INFORMATION

Program Name ____________________________

	Sport
	Number of Teams
	Number of Team Athletes
	Number of Individual

Skills Athletes**
	Number of Cheerleaders
	Total Number of Athletes
	Number of Coaches

	Basketball
	
	
	
	
	
	


Will you have any youth teams (21 and under)?  If so, how many teams ________________

**Only athletes with an individual skills score of 50 or below and not a member of a team are qualified to participate in individual skills competition.

COACHES INFORMATION
Please list the names, address, phone numbers, and email addresses of all your coaches by sport and attach a copy of their completed volunteer registration form if one is not already on file at the program office.  Please note which coaches are head coaches or who should receive the next mailing (other than yourself).

Name


Address



E-mail

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________
Please return by January 31, 2012
Return by:



Fax:  701-772-1265


Special Olympics North Dakota

E-mail:  traindir@aol.com
2616 South 26th Street

Grand Forks ND  58201

SPECIAL OLYMPICS NORTH DAKOTA
STATE BASKETBALL ABILITY ASSESSMENT FORM

The following information is designed to help the Competition Committee place your team in the most appropriate division. (Complete one form per team).

Team Name __________________________________
1. Previous competition record – last 5 games. 

	Opponent
	Date
	Score (home/opponent)
	Win/Loss

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


2.
Team Strength

If you brought a team from this program to last year’s tournament, this year’s team is:

Stronger _____
About the same _____
Weaker _____
N/A  _____
3.
Additional Team Information:

Please add any information that would help describe your team’s ability level.  For example, these might include fitness level, ability to execute basic plays, team cohesion, understanding of rules etc.

Information Submitted by:  
Head Coach: ___________________________
Date: _______________________

Signature _________________________________ E-mail:________________________

Return by February 22, 2012:

Fax:  701-772-1265


Special Olympics North Dakota

E-mail:  traindir@aol.com

2616 South 26th Street


Grand Forks ND  58201
STATE BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

TEAM ENTRY FORM
ENTRY DEADLINE:
This form must be filled out completely and mailed to the address below 



postmarked no later than February 22, 2012
Team Name:
________________________________________________________________ 

Head Coach Name:  ______________________________   Phone: __________________

Address:

_______________________________________
City/Zip:_____________

Email Address: __________________________________

Assistant Coach Names:_______________________________________

********************************************************************************

Please indicate if the team is:
[  ] Junior (Ages 8-15)

[  ] Masters (Ages 22 & over)





[  ] Senior (Ages 16-21)

[  ] Open Ages





TEAM ROSTER AND ASSESSMENT SCORES

( 
Please print legibly, listing players alphabetically by last name.
( 
Identify the five best players in terms of on-court playing ability by placing a star by their names on the roster.
( 
Your team must consist of at least 7 players (male, female or co-ed).  A maximum of 10 players may be listed with an additional 3 alternates.

	
	PLAYER'S NAME
	SEX
	AGE
	DRIBBLE
	SHOOTING
	TOTAL

POINTS

	
	1.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	3.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	4.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	5.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	6.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	7.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	8.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	9.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	10.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	11.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	12.
	
	
	
	
	

	
	13.
	
	
	
	
	


TEAM ASSESSMENT SCORE: __________ (Total of top 7 players’ points divided by 7) Mail postmarked entry form to:

Fax:  701-772-1265

Special Olympics North Dakota

E-mail:  traindir@aol.com
2616 South 26th Street
Grand Forks 58201

STATE BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

INDIVIDUAL SKILLS COMPETITION/CHEERLEADER ENTRY FORM

ENTRY DEADLINE:
This form must be filled out completely and mailed to the address below postmarked no later than February 22, 2012.
Head Coach Name:                                                           Phone:
______________________    

Address:
                                                                  City/Zip:  ________________________________

E-mail:__________________________________________

Asst. Coach Names:___________________________________________
****************************************************************************************

(     Please print legibly, listing players alphabetically by last name.

· Athletes must have a total points of 50 or less to qualify for individual skills. 

· Place an * in that column if the athlete is also a Cheerleader.

	PRIVATE 

PLAYER'S NAME
	SEX
	AGE
	*
	TARGET

PASS
	10-METER

DRIBBLE
	SPOT

SHOT
	TOTAL

POINTS

	1.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Mail postmarked entry form to:

Fax:  701-772-1265


Special Olympics North Dakota

E-mail:  traindir@aol.com
2616 South 26th Street 
Grand Forks, ND 58201
SPECIAL OLYMPICS NORTH DAKOTA
STATE BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

MEAL REQUEST FORM

Team/Area      ___________________________________________________________________

Coach  __________​_______________________________________________________________

Address  _______________________________________________________________________

City  _________________________________________________ 
Zip  _____________

Phone  (W)_________________________________ 
(H) _____________________________

E-mail:_________________________________________________________________________

Meals are provided on a 1:4 ratio (one coach for every 4 athletes).  If you will need more than the number of meals provided, please indicate which teams will need extra meals.  Meal tickets are included in each team packet.



Athletes

Coaches/Chaperones

Total
Friday Lunch

________

________


________

Friday Dinner

________

________


________





Saturday Lunch

________

________


________

Return by February 22, 2012:

Fax:  701-772-1265


Special Olympics North Dakota

E-mail:  traindir@aol.com
2616 South 26th Street

Grand Forks, ND  58201

2012 State Basketball Tournament

Chaperone/Volunteer Information

Please list the names, address, and phone numbers of all your chaperones/volunteers and attach a copy of their completed volunteer registration form if one is not already on file at the program office.  (Coach’s information went on the Pre-Tournament Assessment form).  There should be a coach/chaperone for every four athletes (1/4 Ratio).

Delegation:









	
	Name
	Address
	E-mail

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	

	

	
	
	


Return by Feb. 22nd to SOND 2616 S. 26th St. Grand Forks, ND 58201 or traindir@aol.com.


Special Olympics North Dakota

2012 State Basketball Tournament

Head of Delegation Form

This form must be completed for each delegation/city and submitted by February 22nd.   It designates a person as the primary contact for the delegation.  This person will receive all of the meal tickets for the event for the delegation, be contacted in case of an emergency or with any information that must reach the delegation.  Due to Weather you need to list a cell phone so you can be contacted.

Delegation:__________________ Name:  ​​​​__________________
Cell Phone Number (required):___________________________________

Additional responsibilities for this event:

__Area/Local Director

__ Coach  __________

__Chaperone


__ Driver/Transportation

__Med certified

During this event, I will be staying:

Hotel:____________________________________
Other:____________________________________

During this event, the delegation will be staying at:


____________________________________



____________________________________

Total number of athletes: ____________

Total number of coaches/chaperones ________________
Secondary contact/Assistant Head of Delegation:

Name: ____________________________

Cell phone number: _________________

Deadline Date:  

February 22nd  
Please return to:

SOND





2616 S 26th St





Grand Forks ND  58201





traindir@aol.com


SPECIAL OLYMPICS NORTH DAKOTA
BASKETBALL RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR TOURNAMENT PLAY

All Special Olympics competitions shall be conducted in accordance with the appropriate rules, which are designed to protect the players, provide fair and equitable conditions of competition, and promote uniformity so that no competitor shall obtain unfair advantage over another.

Coaches and Their Responsibility
· Coaches should have a thorough understanding of the rules.

· Coaches shall remain seated or in the area immediately in front of the bench while the game is in progress.

· Ten minutes prior to a game, the coach shall turn in an approved official roster (verified by SOND staff) to the scorekeeper listing the uniform numbers, names of players, and the starting line up, this roster will be picked up after the game from the scorekeeper.

· The quality of the Special Olympics North Dakota basketball program is directly related to coaches’ honesty.  Coaches should also keep in mind the goals of all Special Olympics programs: skill development, participation, and improving each player’s self-concept and sportsmanship.

Officials and Their Duties
· Officials shall conduct the game in accordance with the rules.

· Officials shall have the power to make all decisions on any points not specifically covered in the rules.

· The officials shall penalize unsportsmanlike conduct by any player, coach, team attendant, or follower.

· Officials should call plays using the ‘team name’ instead of the color of uniforms in the lower division as those players will respond more readily to the name of their city.

· Referees and coaches should meet five minutes before each game to review the level of play and the rules operative for the game.  Note: Rules are established for each level of play. Coaches are expected to have adequate knowledge of the rules.  Referees should also make sure that the coaches know the general rules regarding the court boundaries. 

· Officials shall wear black and white referee shirts.

General Rules
· In cases not specifically covered by Special Olympics rules or SOND modified rules, NFSHSA rules will govern. 

· Fouls will be called according to NFSHSA standards (NFSHSA rule books can be obtained at www.nfhs.org).

· Any protest must be turned in to the score table within 30 minutes of the infraction. Judgment calls cannot be protested. The Rules Committee shall make the final decision.

Scoring and Timing
( 
Scoring: Scoring will follow National Federation of State High School Associations (NFSHSA) rules.

( 
Tie Games: In the case of a tie, play shall continue without change of baskets for overtime periods of three minutes stop time until the score is no longer tied.

( 
Game Length: Games will consist of 4 six-minute quarters with modified running time for all divisions. There will be a 5 - 10 minute intermission between halves for all divisions.

( 
Championship Game Length: Games will consist of 4 eight-minute quarters with modified running time for all divisions except for Division I. Division I championship game shall consist of 4 eight-minute quarters with stop time, unless deemed different by the Games Committee.

( 
Modified Time: The clock will be stopped at these times only:



( 
The referee stops the clock for reasons he feels necessary



( 
The ball is out-of-bounds and beyond control; or



( 
During free throws.

( 
Time Outs: Teams will be entitled to five 60-second time outs during each game. One-30-second time-out is allowed per team for an overtime period.

( 
Injuries During Play: In case of injury to any player, the referee will call an official time-out. This will not be charged to either team.

Players and Substitutes
( 
Roster Minimum: Each team shall consist of at least seven (7) players, unless otherwise approved by the Program Office.

( 
Roster Maximum: The roster may include up to ten players, with an additional three (3) alternates listed in the roster submitted on the official entry form.

( 
Substitutions: May be made any time the ball is dead. Substitutes will report to the scorer who will use a horn to notify the referee of substitutions. Coaches shall assist in reporting any substitutions to the official scorers.

( 
A player may participate on one team only.
( 
Meaningful Play: Each member of a team must play the equivalent of one quarter's time.

Tournament Rules
( 
Lane Violations:
Divisions I - III:
3-second lane violation; Divisions IV - V:
5-second lane violation

( 
Traveling: Called closely in Divisions I - III. In the lower divisions, some movement of the feet will be allowed as long as it is not a distinct advantage to the team.  Players in these divisions will be permitted to take a maximum of two extra steps in starting and stopping their dribble.  A stationary player with the ball will be allowed to shuffle his feet as long as there is no intention of changing location on the play.

( 
Dribbling: Only a legal dribble may be used in Divisions I - III. A continuous one- or two-handed dribble will be allowed in the lower division.  Once a player stops his dribble, he must pass or shoot.










( 
Double Dribble: Will not be allowed in Divisions I - III. Only one double dribble is allowed per possession in the lower divisions.  Definition of a double dribble: dribble, stop, hold ball and then dribble again.

( 
Over-and-back will not be called in any division

( 
Full-Court Press will be allowed in Division I only!  Officials have the authority to modify the full court press allowance when there is a 25 or greater point spread.  All other divisions may pick up their opponents at the half-court line only.
( 
Players must remove all jewelry (rings, bracelets, watches, earrings) before competition.

( 
Players should not be chewing gum during competition.

( 
Players should cease play at the sound of the official's whistle immediately and the ball should be given to the official.

( 
Officials will assist players in positions for free throws and in-bounds plays.

( 
All divisions shall switch baskets at half time.

( 
If a player should make a basket in his/her team's own (defensive end) basket, the points will be scored for the opposing team.  The ball will then be awarded out-of-bounds to the opposing team.

( 
Coaches, please keep your bench players seated at all times.  It is imperative that they stay away from the sidelines and the scoring area.

( 
Coaches, please have the team roster listing the players of your team by last name, first and their numbers to the scorer’s table ten (10) minutes prior to your game.

( 
Coaches are discouraged from moving along sidelines.  This is permissible in the lower divisions as long as it does not interfere with play or officiating.

( 
Coaches, it is a good idea to keep a running score of your team's points to check against the official score.  Keep track of points scored by specific players.

( 
Rules Committee: Tournament Director, Program staff and a volunteer coach.

( 
Referees, refer any procedural question or rules interpretation to the Rules Committee.

( 
Game officials have the final decisions on all game matters.  Decisions may be appealed through the Rules Committee.  Fouls are the judgment of the officials.  They should be called if an unfair advantage is caused.  If they do not interfere with a player's progress or performance, it will be the official's judgment.
( 
Any protests or questions that cannot be answered by the game officials should be directed to the Rules Committee.

· Officials are asked to control the play to avoid roughness, but not to over-officiate to stop play.  If play becomes uncontrolled, please stop the game, talk to the players and resume play.  Remember - the purpose of the game is to provide an opportunity to participate and actualize individual potential.

· Coaches, insist on appropriate conduct and good sportsmanship from your players to the officials and other players. 


